
Where to next?
A by-product of abolition is the
turning of hundreds of (mainly
Labour) politicians onto the
streets. It's all right for the like of
Ken Livingstone, MP-to-be in
Brent East, but what about the
others?

The leader 'of Tyne and Wear,

Michael Campbell, is over 70 and
doesn't have any plans. Nor has
Bernard Clarke, leader of Greater
Manchester Council, who says it
would've been wrong to look
elsewhere while 'fighting the good
fight' against abolition.

Several abolishees are dropping
down a tier and (re)turning to district .
level politics. Gordon Morgan,
leader of West MidlandS county
council, is over retirement age, but is
standing for Sandwell district
council in the 8 May elections. John
Gunnell, chemistry teacher and
leader of West Yorkshire, and is
standing for the same Leeds ward of
Hunslet on 8 May. Mike Ward,
deputy leader of the GLC after last
year's rates fiasco, would probably
like to be leader of a Labour-
controlled Wandsworth council -
currently Tory' London's
privatisation flagship.

And, as we reported last week,
Keva Coombes, leader of
Merseyside,is being entreated to
stand in his Everton ward for
Liverpool city, to provide an
alternative leadership to Militant
'after the expulsions'. .

For all the talk of the GLC being a
national platform for ambitious local
politicians, only Ken Livingstone,
housing chair Tony McBrearty and
Paul Boateng have been selected for
winnable parliamentary seats.
Meanwhile GLC women's
committee chair Valerie Wise and
Inner London Education Authority.
leader Frances Morrell are both in
contention for Hyndburn (aka
Accrington, Lancashire). Outside
London GeoffEdge, West Midlands
economic chief, has been selected for
marginal Birmingham Yardley. But
in London at least, lower-tier council
leaders seem to have done much
better in selection contests. _


